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From March till October 2007 extensive excavations were conducted on the
Skopje Kale area where there are remnants from a Byzantine fortification and the
upper town of Skopje from the Middle Ages. Stratigraphically, layers were analyzed
from the prehistoric, the early antique, early Byzantine period, from the mid- and late-
Middle Ages, the Ottoman period and the remnants from the 20th century. In charge
of the excavations was Professor Dragi Mitrevski who at the end of 2007 organized
a pre-exhibition of selected items found during these excavations, accompanied by a
catalog. In this catalog there is a representation, and photography of the ring that we
will further analyze.1

In one sector on Kale managed by A. Papazovska and named as The Great Hrbat or
also called The Cyclopes wall and close to the encased city gate, the medieval living
compounds were found with a deep layer of ruins from the end of the 14 century. In
this layer, and without any logic, the ring that is the topic of this conversation was
found. In the same surroundings there were a number of workshops with fireplaces -
blacksmiths, fragmented pottery and small copper coins, mainly a Bulgarian imitation
of Komnen coins, several lead seals and some other small finds.

The ring is made offine silver and then gold plated. When cleaning the ring, the gold
plating was accidentally removed and so that’s how it is represented in the catalog of
the exhibition (Fig. 1).

The ring is a quality product made for the ruling court, weighing 10 grams,
meticulously crafted and specially made for a child’s hand (finger). The rim ofthe ring
is ornamented and modeled as a series of five rosettes, each with four petals (Fig. 2).
After casting, the petals were slightly emphasized with engraved hyphens. The head
ofthe ring has a flat oval plate shape with an engraved line on the rim. The lion figure
is strongly stretched across the whole oval field of the ring’s head. The lion’s head is
turned back with his mouth half open. The tail is elevated upwards and on half of the
length it has a thick part which in fact is the root of the rising double tail. The walking
movement of the lion’s legs is long and stretched (Fig. 3). All this is a typical heraldic*

D. Mitrevski, 2007, 23.
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pose. The size of the ring is 2 cm and corresponds to the finger of an older child.
Its purpose is to stamp with its seal. This shows that it belonged to some aristocrat
(Bolyar), perhaps someone from the circle of the royal court.

It is noted that at the beginning of 1392 Skopje was conquered by the Turkish Pasha
Yigit-Beg. Excavations show that the city was badly damaged during that onslaught
and left in ruins. Afterwards, only a portion of the middle section of the upper city
(Kale) was restored. Destroyed parts of the rampart were patched with a poor technique
and in the center a small fort as a new warehouse and armory was made. This fortress,
which was once considered the strongest in this area, continued to exist for five more
centuries as a place where guns were repaired and new ones were cast. Cannonballs of
different calibers were also made, along with rifles, bayonets and other things. Alarge
number of installations, workshops and a substantial quantity of weapons and weapons
parts are a testament to everything that was said so far.2

Let’s go back to our ring now. The lion is a figure that is a favorite of the Middle
East, primarily in Persian art, which also inspired the art of nomadic Central Asia and
the south Russian steppes.3

The Turkish threat forced the longtime rivals in this region, the Bulgarians and
Serbs, to make marital links and ties in order to provide a mutual alliance and a

2 In the inventory register (Defter) from 1459, we see all the items that were stocked in the
warehouses and also the products that were manufactured on Kale.

3 J. Jurkova-V. Pencev, 1990,172.
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stronger resistance towards the enemy. Stefan Dushan was elected to be the King, he
was crowned in Skopje in 1346.4A wall painting (mural) in the monastery church in the
Polog region near Kavadarci (the western Tikvesh area) has recently been discovered.
It bears inscriptions and a visual presentation of Dragushin, half-brother of Emperor
Dushan.5Dragushin is a Bulgarian refugee originally from the tribe of the Nogaev.
He is “Kumanich, Tatar”. These shocking data are on the inscription of the mural.
Nevertheless, even these mutual links and alliances didn’t help against the Turkish
threat. By the end of the 14th century, the Turks took over almost the entire eastern
and central Balkans.

4 K. Jiricek - J. Radonié, 1978, 311-315.
5 C. Grozdanov —D. Comakov, 1983, 64.



518 Ivan MikulCic - Lion Seal Ring from the Skopje Kale

[MpcTeH co nas og CkonckoTto Kane

Pesnme

Bo TekoT Ha 2007 roanHa (MapT-OKTOMBPK) Gea M3BedeHUM 06eMHU MCKONyBawa
Ha Ckonckoto Karne, Kage /fexar ocTatouuTe Ha BM3aHTUCKaTta KpPenoct wu
cpeaHoBeKOBHUOT MopeH Mpag Ckonje. VicTpaxkyBaHa e cTpaturpagujara Ha CnoesuTe
0f, NpefucTopujata, paHata aHTMKa, paHOBU3aHTUCKNOT Nepunog, 0 NoAHOTO U AOLHO
CpeLHOBEKOBME, Of TYPCKUOT nepuof n octaroumte og 20. sek. OpraHusmpaHa e u
npenMMmnHapHa nsnoxba Ha M3bpaHW Hao4M Of OBME WCKOMyBawa, NnponpareHa co
Katanor. Bo Hero e npeTtcraBeHa K (hoTtorpadnja Ha 0BOj NPCTEH, 3a KOj TyKa CTaHyBa
360p.

Ha epeH of cektopute Ha Kane, 65mM3y [o 3asupaHarta rpafcka mnopra,
CpefHOBEKOBHUTE CTaHBEHW CI0eBM 3aBpLUYyBaa Co CU/IEH C/0j Ha YPHaTUHU Of KpajoT
Ha 14.8eK. B0 0B0Oj €noj, 6€3 HEeKOj KOHTEKCT Nexxelle 1 NPCTEHOT 3a Koj 36opyBame. Ha
0BOj NPOCTOP AOMUHMPALLe Maca Of pasypHaTu paboTUMHMLN CO OTHMLITA (KOBAUKM,
nponpaTteHa Co UCKPLUEHa OrHULIHA FPpHYapuja u CUTHWU 6akapHU MOHETW) rNMaBHO CO
Oyrapckm MmutaumMyM Ha KOMHEHOBCKM CKU(ATK, HEKONKY O/IOBHW Mnevatv u Lpyru
CUTHW Haoau. TIpCcTeHOT NpeTcTaByBa KBa/IMTETEH ABOPCKM NPOU3BOL CO TEXMHA Of
10 rp. npeyn3Ho n3paboTeH, 3a feTcKa paka. MpcTeHOT e n3paboTeH of PUHO cpebpo
1 noToa nosnateH. Mpu YNCTEHETO Ha MPCTEHOT CyYajHO Gelle CMMHaTa nosnarara
- Taka e ¥ NpeTCTaBeH BO KatasnoroT Ha u3noxobara. Ankata e KATHECTO MOJennpaHa,
Kako Hu3a of MneT po3eTu, CeKoja Co Mo YeTupn nnBUnma. o NneweTo, 0OBME LIBETOBU
6une 6naro NOTeHLMpPaHW CO BpexaHW LpTUYKK. NnaBaTa Ha NPCTEHOT uma opma Ha
pamHa Mo4Yka, OBasiHa, CO BpexaHa nuMHuja no obofot. Lleno none 3ataka urypa
Ha naB, AN1ab0K0 BpexaHa. ['naBata My e CBpTeHa HaHasaj 1 Co NosyoTBOpeHa ycTa.
OnawkaTta e MOTKpeHaTa Harope ¥ Ha MOJI0BUHA Of AO/HKMHATA UMA KUTKA, KakKo
3a4eTOK Ha MOAOLHEXHMNOT AB0OeH onaw. OA0T e fonr, pacyekopeH. Ce 0Ba e TUNMUYHA
Xepangmnuka nosa. fonemMmuHaTa Ha MPCTEHOT € 2 CM 1 OAroBapa Ha NPcCT 3a N0OBO3PacHO
fete. HameHata My Gelle, cO Hero ga ce OoTWCHyBa neyvax. OBa 360pyBa feka My
npunaran Ha HeKoj 6onjap, MOXKebu o KPyroT Ha KpanckuoT ABop.

J1aBOT Kako MOTUB € OMUeHa (hurypa Ha npocTpaHcTBaTa Ha BAMCKMOT UCTOK, NMpeg
ce BO lepcuckara yMETHOCT, CO Koja 6bmna uHcnMpmpaHa yMeTHOCTa Ha HOMajacKara
LeHTpanHa A3nja 1 BO Jy>XHOPYCKUTE CTEMW.

Typckata 0nacHOCT v Hatepasa [ONTOroAuMWHNTE pPUBaNM Ha OBME MPOCTOPWU,
Byrapute n Cpbute, co XeHWABGEHN BPCKM Aa NpyxaT 3aeAHuuKn oTnop. CTtedaH
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OywaH 6ewe n3bpaH 3a Uap U KpyHucaH Bo Ckonje Bo 1346 rogmHa. HeopgamHa e
OTKpMeHa 1 (Ppecka BO MaHacTupckaTa LpkBa Bo lNMonowko kaj Kasagapuu (3anagHa
TwKBeLwmnja) co HaTNNC W JIMKOBHA MpeTcTasa Ha [parywuHd, nonybparoT Ha uapot
OywaH. AparywunH e 6yrapcku Geraney, no notekno og nnemero Horaeeo. Toj e
“KymaHuu, Tatap”. OBMe LUIOKAHTHW Mofatouu CTOjaT Ha HATNMCOT Ha (peckaTa.
Cenak H/ 0BMe BPCKWU He MOMOTHane ja ce cracat of TypckaTa onacHocT. [lo KpajoT
Ha 14. Bek TypuuTe 3aBnajeane co pevyncu LenoT UCTOUEH U cpefieH b6ankaH.



